
2015 MCEACHERN SEASON PREVIEW 



OVERVIEW  The McEachern Indians are coming off another very impressive year in 

2014 as they head into the next campaign.  In the onset of the 2014 season, the Indians 

were facing a very tough non-region schedule.  They faced 4 state powerhouses in the way 

of North Gwinnett, Buford, Peachtree Ridge and Lovejoy.  The Indians defeated two of 

these early challengers and this set up a late season playoff run that would bring the Indi-

ans into the state’s final four for the second consecutive year.  The Indians would begin a 7 

game winning run that would only be interrupted by archrival Hillgrove in the regular 

season finale.  The Indians would begin a four game playoff run that would lead them to a 

heartbreaking loss to eventual State Champions, Colquitt County.  Going into the 2015 

campaign, the Indians will be facing a similar pre-region gauntlet in the first four games.  

Opening up with Tucker, the Indians will also face an always strong Buford team, to be 

followed by rematches with Peachtree Ridge and Lovejoy.  They should show up with re-

venge on their minds so the Indians will have to be ready.  In order to prepare for a deep 

playoff run, the Indians will have to be highly successful in this early season challenge.  

The Indians will be replacing several strongly talented players from the 2014 campaign 

including three players who participated on a national stage in the 2015 U.S. Army All 

America Bowl; Taj Griffin, T.J. Rahming and Chuma Edoga.   

OFFENSE 

OFFESIVE LINE 

Spring football for the Indians saw that job one for offen-

sive line coaches Brent Haygood and Karleton Schilling 

would be a rebuilding of the offensive line.  The beginning 

of that task would revolve around two year returning start-

er Tremayne Anchrum.  At 6-3 268 Anchrum has already 

received scholarship offers from Arizona State and North 

Carolina.  While a starter last year at left tackle, the initial 

thoughts of the coaching staff 

are that Anchrum will move over to take the right to replace 

the strength lost by Edoga’s departure.  Anchrum is a two-

sport athlete, who also plays on McEachern’s basketball 

team and should provide a great deal of leadership as this 

unit develops.  With Anchrum as the lone returner this 

leaves the field wide open for several of 2014’s J.V.’s and 

back-ups to make a run at a starting position.  Devon Wolf 

(5-10, 210) is making a strong run for the center position.  

Wolf saw limited action in several games last season and has impressed coaches with his 

consistency as a snapper.  Always on target, Wolf will be a senior in 2015.  Another  
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Hard working senior who looks to have the edge for the 

starting left guard position appears to be Darius Thomas 

Jr.  Thomas (5-10, 225), like Wolf is known for his work in 

the weight room.  He also spent his time learning on the 

J.V. for the past two seasons and appears ready to step up 

this season.  Kahynane Akers (6-2, 260) has spent spring 

drills at the left tackle position and has made a fine im-

pression on the coaching staff.  Finally the baby of the 

bunch appears to be Chuma Mbeledogu (6-1, 260) who as a junior will be quite a power 

blocker and is growing into a first-rate lineman in the McEachern tradition.  He should 

definitely be catching the eyes of recruiters in 2015.  While the line has gained solidarity 

throughout spring ball, there is a fine group of young challengers who may see playing 

time as well in 2015.  They include, sophomore Jaylyn Jackson (6-2, 220) left tackle, junior 

left guard Israel Moore (6-1, 250), center, junior Khalil Robinson (5-11, 210), and senior 

right tackle Elijah Cross (6-1, 200).  These young men will have the task of opening holes 

for McEachern’s runningbacks and keeping quarterback Bailey Hockman free from 

charging rushers. 

TIGHT ENDS 

At the tight end position for the Indians, last year’s starter was Xavier 

Riddick who has joined the defensive line position for spring ball.  

When Riddick went down with injury in 2014, Offensive coordinator 

Van Spence had to get creative and often times operated with extra 

wide receivers in the tight end position.  Coach Rich Foster is very 

pleased in 2015 to see the return of the more traditional blocking tight 

end.  First up at that position appears to be senior Christian Rob-

erson (6-5, 230).  Roberson saw limited action in 2014 but did get bet-

ter as the season progressed.  He hauled in 3 re-

ceptions for 33 yards in 2015 but his impressive 

size and speed has caught the eyes of recruiters including Michigan 

State and Mississippi State and Florida.  He can make a major impact 

if he continues to develop in 2015.  The obvious back-up at tight end 

appears to be Griffen Wattley (6-3, 205).  A J.V. player last season and 

the brother of our Fitz Wattley (Coastal Carolina), Griffen has 

worked himself into a contender for time this season.  Coaches have 

uninamously commented positively about what an impressive turn 

around he has done to become a much more well rounded and fluid athlete for his senior 

season. 

Darius Thomas Jr. 

Christian 

Roberson 

Griffen Wattley 



WIDE RECEIVERS 

In 2015, MeEachern football says goodbye to the 8th leading re-

ceiver in the history of Georgia High School football in T.J. Rah-

ming, however with such a huge void, the Indians have lots to be 

optimistic about in their upcoming receiving corps.  Replacing 

Rahming as a big-play threat and as an offensive weapon will be 

junior wide receiver Tyler Smith (5-11, 183).  The speedy Smith is 

a classic receiver who is highly skilled.  Last season he accounted 

for over 1200 receiving yards including a performance of over 250 

yards against Marietta.  Tyler had 65 receptions for 1291 yards, 

an incredible 20 touchdowns.  He also saw limited time as a “wildcat” and had 7 carries 

for 47 yards.  Smith hasn’t even officially began his junior year of 

high school and he’s been offered a scholarship from the Georgia 

Bulldogs with many more offers that will be forthcoming.  A re-

ceiver who received limited playing time last season was senior 

C.J. Windham (6-3, 190).  Last season, Windham had 11 recep-

tions for 115 yards and 1 touchdown, but he figures to play a 

much larger role in 2015.  A junior speedster, Brandon Smith (5-

9, 160) figures to be the third wide receiver 

in Hockman’s offense.  Smith has blazing, 

explosive speed however he is catching up on experience after hav-

ing spent the 2014 campaign recuperating from a knee injury.  At 

full strength, Smith will prove to be a real weapon for the Indians.  

Adding great depth to the Indians receiver corps will be a group of 

fleet pass catchers like sophomore Genuine Potts (6-2, 175), Senior 

Michael Librone (5-11, 183), senior Chavis Merrit (6-0, 170) and 

newcomer sophomore Jarron Hall (6-0, 178).  This spring, Merrit 

saw dual action as a receiver as well as a back-up quarterback.  Any of these youngsters 

could step in and be able to make immediate impact for the Indians. 

RUNNINGBACKS 

When Taj Griffen went down at the conclusion of the North Gwin-

nett game in 2014, the Indians were forced to revamp their rushing 

attack and look to two untested juniors who would develop over 

the rigorous season.  Senior Sam Jackson (5-10, 175) and senior 

Michael Nwagbara (5-5, 160) would end up splitting the job.  Jack-

son, a transfer from South Cobb, and still learning the system 

would begin an assent during the 2nd half of the season that would  
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make him into a major force for the Indians.  He ended the season 

with 125 carries and 1068 yards for an average of 9.6 yards and 9 

touchdowns.  Now he’s attracted recruiters from Arizona State, Sy-

racuse and Middle Tennessee as well as placing in the state track 

meet in the long jump.  His blocking is as impressive as his quick 

bursts and he’s a fine special teams player.  Eventually, Jackson 

took over the runningback job.  This has freed up Michael 

Nwagbara to move over to defense where he will be a major factor 

as a linebacker.  Starting in the middle of last season, junior Quay 

Holmes (6-2, 192) would begin a dramatic rise in his production.  

Seeing his first action in the North Cobb game at midseason, Holmes second touch would 

account for a touchdown that would give the Indians a lead.  He would end the 2015 cam-

paign with 36 carries, 220 yards for a 6.9 yard average and 4 touchdowns.    Holmes would 

add 3 receptions for 85 yards as well.  His size speed and strength will allow him to serve 

as a back-up at tailback as well as serve as a blocker when the Indians call on a fullback.  

The Indians also have some fine depth at runningback.  Freshman Paris Brown (5-10, 172) 

has made a great first impression as well as sophomore Alie Scott (6-0, 178) who has 

learned to master  some of the learning curve this spring.  Additionally sophomore Ish 

Bridges (6-0, 185) and junior Jeffrey Young (5-7, 162) will add depth and speed to the In-

dian backfield for this fall. 

QUARTERBACKS 

McEachern quarterback Bailey Hockman (6-2, 190) began his 

high school career quietly in 2013 as a J.V. quarterback.  When 

senior Ty Clemons went down vs. Hillgrove, Bailey was called 

upon to lead his team in a playoff run that would go for four 

rounds.  Coming into his sophomore year in 2014, following a 

thousand yard passing season as a freshman, Bailey would du-

plicate his playoff success.  2014 would find this young gun-

slinger more ready for the challenges of the varsity schedule 

and he would have 188 completions, on 359 attempts for 3597 

total yards.  More impressive was the fact that he produced 42 

touchdowns on the season which would mark him among the state’s elites.  Bailey Hock-

man has now earned national recognition by being named on Freshman All-American 

Teams and Sophomore All-America teams in respective years.  He is clearly on the recruit-

ing radar for just about every program in the Southeast including Georgia, Alabama, 

Florida and a host of others.  This coach’s son now with the maturity of his junior year 

will be the obvious leader of the 2015 Indians and the fuel in his father’s high octane of-

fense.  Senior back-up quarterback Cedric Lee (6-1, 191) saw brief action in 2014 but sat  
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out spring drills hopefully recovering from a knee injury.  This opened the door for sopho-

more Mylik Evans (5-6, 170) to get some of Coach Hal Spence’s coaching to get him ready 

for a back-up and learning role for the 2015 campaign. 

 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSIVE LINE 

In order to be a great defense, they say you have to be great in the 

trenches.  If that is true, McEachern truly has a chance to reach for 

the stars in 2015 on the strength of two huge and strong senior de-

fensive tackles in All State player Julian Rochester (6-5, 290) and 

Andrew Tarver (6-2, 290).  Rochester is a premier player who sits 

atop the recruiting list of almost every program in the country.  

This behemoth has been offered by Georgia, Clemson, Louisville 

and a host of others who will be staking out Powder Springs this 

fall.  Rochester had 69 tackles and 47 assists in 2014 for a total of 

116 while logging in 11 sacks for the campaign.  These stats have earned him some great 

recognition which includes being named in every All State poll in the state in 2014, and 

earning the title of Associated Press Defensive Player of the Year.  

This earned him an appearance in an underclassman All Star game 

called Rising Juniors Dot.com.  In 2016 he is already scheduled for 

an appearance in the Army All America Bowl Game that will take 

place in January and feature the top talent in the nation as well as 

national media coverage.  Not to be overshadowed by Rochester is 

senior defensive tackle Andrew Tarver.  In 2014, Tarver scored 81 

tackles with 47 solos, 34 assista and 4 sacks.  He has drawn interest 

from Georgia State, Georgia Tech and Tulane University.  His suc-

cess in 2014 also gained him a spot last December in the Junior 

Elite Classic All Star Game.  New to the defensive line in 2015, but 

not new to McEachern will be junior Xavier Riddick (6-1, 220).  Unfortunately, Xavier lost 

most of his sophomore season due to an injury, but this year 

Defensive Coordinator has spotted his talents and brought 

him from his former tight end position to work at defensive 

end during spring drills.  He had 2 tackles last season but 

coaches remain very optimistic about what he will bring in 

2015.  Rounding out the front four on defense is a youngster 

who Coach Rich Robinson is very enthusiastic about, sopho-

more Michael Fairbanks (6-2, 235).  Fairbanks saw limited  
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action but did have the honor of being a varsity player as a freshman and that practice ex-

perience amongst older players should be valuable as he adopts to 2015’s challenges.  Add-

ing to the depth upfront includes junior Myles Whetstone (6-0, 230), senior Thomas Faulk 

(5-9, 215), junior Justin Coleman (6-1, 245) and junior Jeff Bryant (5-11, 185).  These 

should keep Rochester fresh and keep opponent offenses on their toes in 2015. 

 

Outside Linebackers 

For the Indians, at outside linebacker, absolutely everything will 

be moving in a totally new direction.  First of all the Indians will 

welcome new coach to the defensive staff, Derrick Russell, who 

will be welcoming new players to the linebacking corps which in-

cludes one of last year’s starting tailbacks senior Michael 

Nwagbara (5-5, 160).  Nwagbara carried for 416 yards in 2015, 

but his real strength comes with his Football I.Q.  Stepping di-

rectly from the soccer team into spring drills, the coaching staff 

was amazed as he instantly stepped up to the task of giving di-

rection to teammates and his tackling skills appear to be very 

natural.  Playing on the opposite side of Nwagbara is senior Bry-

an Okeh (6-3, 200).  Okeh has switched from his free safety posi-

tion he held for the early part of the 2015 campaign to the outside 

linebacker position which will allow him to specialize in his bone 

jarring tackles.  Okeh ended 2015 with 57 tackles including 45 

individual stops and 2 interceptions.  The move to OLB seems to 

be a natural fit and he is catching reruiting attention early from 

Tulane.  These two will be supported by the able services of jun-

ior Zech Holloway (5-8, 170) and sophomore Justin Roberson (5-

10, 175).  Holloway saw limited varsity action but learned on J.V. 

in 2014. 

Inside Linebackers 

McEachern’s Inside Linebackers under the direction of Coach As-

sad, appears to be in some rather experienced hands.  A linebacking 

duo of returning starters from 2014 are junior Courtney Mills (6-0, 

210) and senior Allen Cooper  (5-11, 210) will give the Indians a sol-

id foundation up the middle.  Mills brought in 65 total tackles in 

2014 with 38 solos, 5 sacks, 2 interceptions and 1 touchdown.  

Cooper had a very productive 2014 with a total of 95 tackles, which  
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included 49 solos and 4 sacks.  This pair is as good as it gets in 

Northwestern Georgia.  Cooper is a little under the radar at the mo-

ment but his unique play which created a blocked punt as well as a 

safety in 2014 will spur a lot of interest as the season gets underway.  

Since early last season, senior Dorian MeNeal (5-11, 193) has been 

proving himself as a very capable back-up and could be considered 

almost interchangeable with either Cooper or Mills.  McNeal had 9 

tackles in 2014 and also served as a back-

up runningback as well as a relied upon special teams player 

and his maturity has blossomed in the off season.   Also rounding 

out the linebacker group will be a very strong addition from last 

year’s J.V. squad,  upcoming junior Quentin Hayes (6-1, 192).  

Although he saw only limited action in 2014, Hayes has made a 

fine impression throughout spring drills and will definitely be 

relied upon early in the 2015 campaign….he should be a much 

relied upon special teams expert in the coming season as well. 

Defensive Secondary 

The defensive secondary for the coming season will feature a 

great deal of variety.  There may be less experience in Coach 

Hoskin’s and Cody’s unit but there is a unique blend of tal-

ent.  The veteran of the unit will be speedy senior Malik Jor-

dan (5-9, 167) who served as a starter in some games in 2014 

and scored a sub 4.5, 40 yard dash in spring timing day.  In 

2014, Jordan had 32 tackles with 27 solos and 1 sack.  He al-

so showed up with a couple of big kick returns most notable 

in McEachern’s win against Lovejoy.  Kevin Sherman (5-

8, 155) appears to be the heir apparent at the free safety.  

Sherman comes from a football family in which his two 

older brothers, Mike & Ryan starred for the Indians and 

are both seeing collegiate action.  Sherman had 6 tackles 

in 2014 but Coach Phil Hoskins mentored him through 

the J.V. season so that he would be ready for this season.  

Senior Bryce Sims (5-11, 165) has come to the top of the 

heap for the other corner position.  Waiting for his turn on 

the junior varsity last season, he did see limited varsity action in 2014.  These will be 

backed up by some very able young Indians which includes, sophomore DeWayne White, 

(5-10, 160), junior E.J. Scott, (6-2, 175) and junior Carleton Bates (5-9, 170).  White in  
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particular has lightning speed and may prove to be an able player as the season develops. 

SPECIALISTS 

In recent seasons, McEachern’s special teams have been instru-

mental to their post-season success.  From both a team stand 

point and from individual performances, the Indians have bene-

fited from strong special teams play.  Sen-

ior Cesar Dominguez (5-10, 185) handles 

kickoff, fieldgoals and PATS.  In 2014 he 

was 9 out of 10 in field goals, 65 out of 71 

in PATS and put the kickoffs in the en-

dzone as a regular practice.  He’s assisted by a laser shooter in long-

snapper senior Eric Graham (6-2, 170) who has developed a reputa-

tion for accuracy.  Finally, quarterback Bailey Hockman also serves 

as the team’s punter and averaged an impressive 44.1 average on 28 

attempts.  The Indians appear to be in strong hands and ready to 

take on the challenges that 2015 will offer. 
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